
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION VII 
901 NORTH 5TH STREET 

KANSAS CITY, KANSAS 66101 

April 18, 2005 

Donald J. Bright 
Nebraska National Forest 
Attention: Prairie Dog DEIS Comments 
125 North Main Street 
Chadron, Nebraska 69337 

Dear Mr. Bright: 

RE: 	 Black-tailed Prairie Dog Conservation and Management on the Nebraska National 
  Forest  

In accordance with our responsibilities under Section 309 of the Clean Air Act and the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has 
reviewed the above referenced Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).  This DEIS was 
assigned a Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) file number 20050078.  Based upon our 
review, EPA has rated the DEIS as “LO" (Lack of Objections).  EPA’s rating definitions are 
attached to provide additional information on the meaning of this rating.  EPA does, however, 
offer some recommendations for assuring the decision-making value of this documentation. 

Reference to a Cancelled Pesticide 

The DEIS references a cancelled pesticide in one of the action alternatives on page 2.  
The referenced product, EPA Reg. #6704-74, has been replaced with EPA Reg. #56228-14.  
Please ensure that the registration number of the actual product that will be used is presented in 
the Final EIS.  If stocks of the cancelled pesticide exist, they may still be usable until expended.  
A significant change with this product is that it now may only be applied by a certified 
applicator. Questions about applicator certification requirements should be directed to the 
Nebraska Department of Agriculture at (402) 471-2394. 

Considerations for Water Quality Protection 

There is also no discussion of either the water resources conditions (permanent or 
intermittent water bodies, subsurface aquifers, etc) in the area of likely pesticide use. EPA  
suggests that a section discussing water resources and water quality impacts (or their absence) be 
included in the Final EIS. 

Additional Alternatives for Consideration 



EPA encourages the investigation and consideration of non-lethal means of prairie dog 
control. The following list suggests several low cost, non-lethal alternatives with long-term 
benefits that could be evaluated for use at these sites: 

- Reducing the intensity of grazing by livestock 
- Increasing the use of resting pastures to decrease prairie dog population 
- Planting of prairie dogs’ favorite foods (sand dropseed, ring muhly, and green 

needlegrass) away from the boundary management zones 
- Increasing the width of the boundary management zones and plant drought resistant 

woody plants and cool season grasses 
- Fences coupled with tall plant growth which would reduce the attractiveness of 

boundary areas to prairie dog habitation 

Thank you for consideration of these comments. If you have any questions, please 
contact Stephen K. Smith at (913) 551-7656. 

      Sincerely,

 /s/

      Joseph  Cothern
      NEPA  Team  Leader
      Environmental Services Division 


